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FORMER Victorian premier
Aleve Bracks' strapping son
Niok strutted at o moded
casting eall yesterday for
next month's L'Oreal
Mulbouwrne Fashion Festival,
Braclks was signoed on
Monday by prominent moidel
manager Greg Tyshing, who

desoribed him as having a
“prenl, marketable loak™,

Bracks wis amaong 10040
hopefls who paraded in
front of festival organisers al
Malvern Town Hall for the
ohanee to be selected to walk
in the the nulomn'winter
collection shows.
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Runway: modals Silvana, Steve, Lexi, Nalhan and Danlalla at the L'Oreal Melbourna Fashion Festival casting al
Malverr Town Hall yesterday, and former premier Stove Bracks' son Nick Bracks, right. Picture: DAVID CAIR

Bracks’ son ready to be a model citizen

Tyulibng spid Hracks was
recommended by i
hadrdresser, and he sent him
Lo vesterdny's easting with
Ill‘i{:lmh photo in his portfolio.

Bracks, who has heen out
of the public eye sinee
appearing in oourt for
driving olTences Cwio years
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g, ks not the first former
Vietorian premicr's son to
parsue o modelling eareer,

Jeldl Kennelt's son Angus is
n high-profile model,

Tyshing sabd he would build
Bracks' portfolio and mentor
his sarly carver before he iy
signed by an agent,

Boys face court accused of lighting fire on Black Saturday

Killer blaze charges

TWO boys  accused of
starting a killer Black
Baturday blaze have
been freed on badl,

As bBushfres raced across
the state, killing 173 people,
the palr teunted emergency
wervoes with threatening and
sexunlly explicit prank calls,
police told o court yesterday.

One of the boys was just 13
at the time of the Bendlgo Are
that killed Kovin *“Mick"
Kane, 48, nlmost n year ngo

The teen and his mate, 14,
face more than 150 charges,

THE HOODOO GURUS
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Elissa Hunt

ineluding arson cousing death,

Thi Bendigo fre dostroyed
more Lhan 60 homes as well ny
businesses, gsheds, machinery,
ehrs and other proporty worth
more than $23 million

Mr Kane, who used & wnlk-
Ing stick, died ot his Long
Crully home dosplte dosperate
nttempts by relatives to deag
him clear of Lhe Infermo.

A Uhildren's Court henrd thie
boys started the Ore in o dry
creek bed near a local quorry

and watehed as it took hold,
about ¥Ipm on Pebruary 7.

Hours later, when they are
sl to have roturned Lo look ot
the fire, they were seen by o
wiiness, By then the Are was 80
flerce Lhey had to retreat

Police  Inter at.uniwd Ehe
boys at o roadblock. r’tmf nre
pocused of lying about thelr
whereaboutls, and denied
involvement,

The court heurd phone inter
copts  and Ustening devices
wire used Lo investigate Che
palr. A detective told the court
the boys used a mobile phone

Lo moke 66 eolls to 000 from
Junuary 20 to March 26, threal-
eping aperators and harmssing
therm with obstene comments,
They made a call on Blaek
Haturday and several more in
the two days nlter, it Is alloged
Police did not oppose ball,
on strict conditions that in
elude n ourfew and constant
supervislon
The court was told the
younger boy wos o cannabis
user from o broken hame who
had regularly been seen on
the streel alone late at night,
He was: often left by his

father to fend for himsell with
lttle food and no olean
clothes, the eourt heard,

Judge Paul Crant sald the
boy had had o diffealt e
nnd needod proper support
und supervisjion. Hin age and
lnek of prior convietlons
mennt he ghould be released
on ball, on striet terma.

The bay hax been banned
frum bushland and from using
or possessing Ughters, matches
or any source of igniblon ns part
of his bl conditions

Both teenugers will nppear
in court agein in May
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‘Worst
mum’

avoids
prison
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Magiitrate Clive Alsop guve
her o fOve-month prison sen-
tenee, wholly suspended lor
two years, and told her she
wis on her last chanee,

The court was Lold Lhal when
Hastwood gave her son grappa
In Juky 2008, she was nlrendy on
n suspended  sentence  after
bedng convicted 0Ove months
eurlier of leaving her three
children under 10 home alone
for severnl hours while she
went drinkdng with n frlend.

She had alko breached n
2008 suspended sontence lor
refusing m breath test and
driving while disgualified

Eastwood, who has o Ove-
month-old daughter, plended
guilty to reckless conduct
placing n person In dunger of
serious Injury, which carries
up to Nve years' jull, and miling
to protect n child from harm,

Mr Alsop warned hot: "1
don't have to tell you what's

oing to happen If you come

ack at some stage In the
future having done anything
which would adversely affeat
Ehe welfare of your children,”

Mr Alsop =ald sevaeral
chunges In Fastwood's e
including her abetinence sineo
September and having strong
supparts amounted Lo ex-
ceplionnl clroumstancos wor-
ranting u suspended sentence

He gald he also had Lo take
into npecount the impact on
hor childven If she wer's jalled

Mr Alsop took Lhe oppor-
tunity to aecuss Vietorian poll
Helans of Interfering in court
brusinnss, muying they were “np-
Lmrmtl_'.l ponring up to do cer
aln Lhings towards the and of
the year”, which could include
ﬂluf!pmr{ suspended sentonces

He gl it would be "o gross
invasion of judiclal indepen-
dence” to remove that option

Pollee progecutor Dale
Henry had urged Mr Alsop to
Impose an mum-umm{ml berm
of 12-18 montha with n six-
month minimum

Ben-Constnble Henry spdd
suspendod sontences ware
mouant to be o last chanes for
un alfender to be law-abdding,
but Bastwood had “had her
two lost chanoos™

"Denunetation, s b specile
doterrent, should ftake prooce-
dence over rehabllitation In
bhils cage,” he told Mr Alsop.

“The defendunt nesds to be
senl o message thot the court
will nod tolerate repeated drun-
lkem, recldess behaviour thot
puta younyg children ab sk,

Defence bartister John
Verhoeven sald Enstwood had
gonsumed plechol only onee
the past 13 months and was
“elearly In the process of
overcoming what was o chrorne
aleohol situation”

Listen to Triple M's Hol Breakfast Friday morning to hear the
Hoodao Gurus playing all their greatest hits, plus their new
ingle 'Crackin’ Up'. Live this Friday only, don’t miss it!
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